Production method for Signal Box Registers

The source data are held in five worksheets in a spreadsheet - 'Register’ holds the data in a recognisable form
'Routes’ lists the start eand end of each line, 'Reanmed’ specifies any renamings or change of status

'Order’ specifies the content of each section and 'Notes’ includes line headings and any over-long (>200 chrs?) note
Another spreadsheet 'BoxType.xls’ holds the descriptive text and pictures for the different box types in Section 9
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1 |Railref MP  Name Gen Opened  Closed Type Size Type  Cen Size Date  BSW Remarks [box] BoxName CSVfle GridX  GrdY  Sltref SRS
2 cLoot
3 |excluding GC 370-104  43.21
4 [CL001-011 Brookfold 1by 1883 14.02.1915 NF? 07.06.1891 3951 3941 (drg no.)
5 2/14.02.1915 | 31.07.1983 |CL2b §xzZ _|CL 40 E= 141+A<breLast used 16.12.1980
6 E= 42
7 |CL001-021 Gee Cross by 1877 07.1921-10.1 In 1877 wtt & 1907 Hours
8 |excluding GC 416031 41.05
9 [cL 002
10 |excluding GC 415-021  40.56
11 CL 002-011 Woodley Weast 11872 07.06.1936 08.1877, Signalman dismissed for fighting
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Routes.csv Renamed.csy Ordercsv
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1 |Railref First Last Description 1 EL 001010 aka Shareditch from 1876 to 1959 1.|B: Cafisle and Skipion_|Carfisle ko Skipton
2 CGO001 |GG 001010 CA 007-010 2 [EL 001-010 IMR wef 18.10.1959 2 NW 420350
3 CG 002 CG 001-060 CA 001-010 3 |EL 001-020 aka ‘Whitechapel [ELL] 3 MR 930450 to MR 930-010
4 CLO00O1 GC 370-104 GC 416-031 4 EL001-020 IMR wef 18.10.1959 4 MR 890-560 X |
5 [CL002 |GC415-021 CL 050111 Sl 1. 001-050 |renamed Wapping 1004 1876 5 B: Carlisle and Skipton  Hawes Branch |
§ (CL003 |CLO002-121 CL 002-141 6 |EL 001070 renamed Surrey Docks wef 17.07.1911 6 MR 931.020 o MR 931-010
7 CL004 |CLO002221 GCA441-141 7 |EL 001070 GF NBP wef 30.03.1913 7 MR 930160 X
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Notes.csv
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10 |GE 082 Line: Grassmoor Junction to Spalding No. 1 is GE/GN Joint
11/GN 100 Line: Pyewipe Junction to East Trent Junction and West Trent Junction to Black Carr Junction is GE & GN Joint.
12 GC33 Line: closed 1906
13 MG 014 Line: The Norfolk & Suffolk Joint line ran from North Gorleston Junction {where the M&GN line from Yarmouth Beach and the GE line from Yarmouth South Town combined) to Coke Ovens Jen [Lowestoft]. This was originally the Up direction but from 8 April 196
14 |GC 020-083  (2): This box, when opened, signalled the Goods Lines only. the connections with the Up and Down Main Lines being bolt-locked from Central box. From some unknown date, it signalled all lines.
15 |GC 020-082  E=44'6 75 levers by 1948 (or by 19347)
16 |GC 020-088  Frame: 11107 - E=75 possibly before frame installed.
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1 [fype  limage  copyr  index  xwid yht ht for 100w code example  Description =
2 MR 130 MR
3 |MR1  SR133  Derek Coe 903 897 99 60/LB 103150 The Midiand Railway Type 1 (1870-1884) were of wood with vertical boarding above the 3ft 6in deep operating floor windows and weatherboarding below. St below a hipped:
4 MR 2 157 Midland type 2
5 MR 2a 158 Midland type 2a
A IMR 2h 159 Midland hrne 2h =
14140 Thl BoxType / [« [ TP
Ready NUM

These spreadsheets are processed to create Sections 9 to 12 by a programme 'SigBox67.bbc’ which examines the
abbreviations used for box type and frame design and enforces use oﬁone of the standard abbreviations in Section 8 or
Section 9 (with any extra text required). Dates are put into 00.00.0000 format if not already and footnotes are
numbered and placed at the foot of each page. Diverging lines are identified and added witﬁ '>>' notes. Boxes that were
renamed are identified by a ‘Box:’ note below the entry. External boxes are listed at the end of Section 12 in Section Z.

The result is two files: 'Verbose.txt’ which is a spreadsheet defining the printed page layout with page no., row no., col. no.,
and cell content and an HTML file '’MRReg067H.htm’ doing the same thing in mark-up lyan uage as a single page.

This leaves the pages up to the beginning of Section 9 for the printed version to be added. These are laid out in

a spreadsheet 'IntroPages.xls’ which is edited (to remove certain formatting characters) and added to the file 'Verbose.txt’.
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G | 223 1 1 1 Vshead phead  Section 12 U: CLC Lines Although this file (left) looks rather complicated, it just gives the
67798 | 223) 2 2 1 14none line shead Section U: CLC Lines 4
60 | 223 33 1 1a<old none none e shead | <broUT. CL 001. Godley Junclion to Apathome Junclion age number, start and end row, start and end column, two
2 el e 1102 1065 opened (passengers & goo. Glose ormatting codes and the cell contents (which includes HTML codes).
e e The text is justified (left, centre or full) to the column width
omw [ 223 5 5 4 4s e and ruled lines are drawn around it (if required).
67805 | 223 5 5 & Baad std  Signal Box
223 5 5 9 12zeh d Locking F
Z?iﬂ; ms s Hm ME”% Inc e The file is not designed to be examined or edited - it is ﬁrocessed by
i e R another programme ’Read_Re9074’ which produces each page as a
e S vector graphic 'Draw’ file e.g. "Page 123’ with any images embedded.
67812 | 223 6 6 4 4dldd std #
67813 | 223 6 6 5 bae std  Opened , ,
oma| 223 6 6 6 o 3 Closed Another programme 'MapMR29’ produces the coloured map pages.
67815 | 223 6 6 7 Tcg std Type
67816 | 223| 6 6 8 8ah std Construction/Size
entr |23 6 6 9 g sg Ty The individual pages are printed via a Postscript printer driver
67818 | 223 6 6 10 10 std  Cens )
s | 223 6 6 11 11k ag s to produce each page as separate PDF files.
oot [ o & e o . These are combined into a single PDF by Adobe Acrobat.
223 6 6 14 1den std Notes
gggg gi ; 1; 1 u:;;m none none Ec élﬁiﬂfrun1rr\n<‘/:)>ggg,\gydunchnn(sae GC 370-104. Section Z) - mile The cover is produced as a single one-plece PDF by
e e R E another programme 'CoverMidé’. The two PDFs are print-ready.
67827 | 223| 8 8 4 4dad std
68 | 223 8 8 & 5z std by 00.00 1883

The overall result is a fully-indexed and hot-linked HTML file which can be entered at the relevant box entry
with an appropriate hash code. It is password-protected so that it can be shared in a secure way.

The print-ready PDFs are suitable for print on-demand either as entirely black and white using lulu.com (for drafts)

or as saleable copies, in batches of at least ten or twenty, using printondemand-worldwide, who can
include a small number of coloured pages.

It is cheaper to produce drafts via lulu.com than to print the register on a laser printer. However the current draft PDF
can also be made available via password on ’http://www.svrsig.org/cgi-bin/author.cgi’ for authors who require it.

C. K. Hall 28th February 2014




